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Dsar Mr. Barton: ‘ e b
Tiis 1s a followup to the convarsatios Mr. Joha Kyl, Argistant - - .
Secrelary, Cosgressioscal ard Legislative Affsivs, of chis Depotizient . . _.._J
hed with yco ynsterday ou the ne~d for quick actiom with respect te

the riaadilizazion sud rasettleseul proposel for Pnowet:z: Aroll.

Yot will recall that the Subcomzitees hi2ld hecvriogs on e curheriza-
tion prorosal on October 1, 1974, 2od reporte3 it faverzdly to the
full Comamittes. The Scnate alrcady had pacsed the puthorizaticn as
S. 3812 c3 Saptexber 25, 1974. VPinal ectlon wes withhold condirs
ariroval by Coagrcas for the fimlinz of the elesoup work whiich had
beea rzde the respoasidility of the Department of Defenss.

The Departnent of Defense received Congres=icnsl gpproval for the
clrap {mdicy 1in July 1976 and on July 16, 1976, <h2 Precident
sigred A.B. 14235, Militery Coastruction Approprteticn, viich becone
P.L. $4-337. This bil1 contains the Frewotak cleammp sprrosriaticu..
Tbe Defemse Kuclear Agency (UOD) mow hss launchad the first nimse of
the clesmrp work.

From the cnest of the Enewetak Project, the Department of the Interior:
and the Deportaent of Defense have worked closely togetber in planrirg
for the Cleanup and Reh.:ilfitsiion Progracs, Alttongh the Cffice of
Managemezt and Budget split the responsidility for these two aspec::,
1t he2s glviys Leza sclmovledpged that these two prozrars xust be
closely inter-relatad ct ell times. Tle lfaster Plan for the rehabil~
itation vork was Jesigaed to w2sh into the first phasa of ths ciemuup
vork in order to utiliecas to the sax{iau= the logisric and support
oparatioces vhich DOD must mount t3 carry out the cisanup oreration.
The DOD plaa calls for full cperation of elemnnp sivifvities by 1 Moy
1777 end a windup cf all cleenap accivitieas by 1 May 1979,

Unless DOI/TTPI Rehabdilitation Project funding ic able to mesh with

the lizy 1977 date, the rcrabilitation work will fall drestically

bLitind., Bxholbilitation costn, currertly esti=ated at §12.4 ntllicon,

are predizated oz an icitial iacremzn: of $4 rillion bedng available

and coaitted by May 1977. If this inririal Incrodent is wot evsilabdle,

the DOI/TTPI Rohebilitation Project caanor ride "piggy-beck” on pod R OM
trenszorcetion nor evall ftself to the mazirma cf logistic activities clC
which DOD must maintain for cleansp activities. '
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If -he Department of the Intarior ct:not mech its progrez witii that of
the Department of Dafezse, it is estimated that tha curreat $22.4

0l 3on rehabilitation cost esticate would hsva to be reized by $5.2
alldon, -

Pouslly 4zportant 1s the fact that if ths major phases of the DOL/TITPI
ret:h4litation activities are not ccxrpletad by Msy 1979, DOI/TTPI will
be “acel at that tima with full smppere of a rsjor "bass” activity at
Eacvetak until tha rehatiliterion project 13 cozpleted. Thie alone
could aud up to an additluaal $1.5 rilidon in operatica cC3i3 a yeaT.

It should be noted also that DCI/TTPI have reviscd the 1974 Master
Plan for Pnevetak in such a way so as to eccoxplish tha sazme sad
cculte ia 1977 without an apprecisble cost incrosse.

Va Lope that Congrees will be ahle to expedite scticn on tle rehabili-
tation and resettlenznt funding fn crder that the Departm2at will be
cble to nove forward quicklr in carrying out its part of the commit-
went made to the peonlie of Ruevetak.

Sincarely yours,

Pred M. Zealar
Director of Territorial Affzixs

Ron. Fhillip Burton, Chairman
Subcormittes on Territorial and :
Insular Affairs '
Coxpittee on Interior and Irsnlar Affairs :
Louse of Rapresesntatives

Washing?on, D.C. 20513 NOTE: Sirilar letters seu: to:

Chairman Yates, Suilom on Interior
Comm on Appropriacions
Hon. Dcn Cliusen, SuiCom o Teir &
Insular Affairs, Comm on Int & Ins Afas
Senator Mark O. Bariield
Senator J. Bennett Johinston




